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NFPA Overview

 Established in 1896
 The mission of the international nonprofit NFPA is to 

reduce the worldwide burden of fire and other 
hazards on the quality of life by providing and 
advocating consensus codes and standards, research, 
training and education.

 NFPA’s Standards' Process - Open to all through 
committee membership, public proposal and 
comment, open meeting attendance, and public access 
and review of committee work.
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NFPA Standards

 All Developed under an ANSI Accredited consensus 
process

 Consensus bodies:  
 239 Technical Committees 
 7232 Technical Committee Volunteers

 Total number of NFPA model codes & standards
 277 Codes and Standards
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Government Participation

 Total number of Government/Enforcer Members
 849 or 12% of the Committee Membership

 Total number of Federal Government Members
 203 or 24% of all Enforcers
 33 Federal Agencies represented

 NFPA - 3 Year Strategic Goal
 12% to 20% of Technical Committee Members
 Currently completing data gathering to see what barriers 

NFPA can affect to increase participation.
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Remote Participation/other Options

 In addition to face-to-face meetings:
 Hybrid Face-to-Face with Web Presence
 Web Only Meetings
 Conference Calls
 Electronic Balloting

 Enforcer Fund
 For selected committees NFPA provides reimbursement 

for travel and hotel costs to attend face-to-face meetings.
 Typically 80% coverage.
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 NFPA codes and standards are widely adopted as the 
basis for safety and technical regulation at all levels of 
government throughout the United States.

 The CFR contains 369 citations to NFPA Standards.
– 87 Unique NFPA Standards
– 17 Federal Agencies
(Source: NIST SIRB Database http://standards.gov/sibr/query/index.cfm?fuseaction=rsibr.total_regulatory_sibr)
–
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Access to NFPA standards

 NFPA offers its codes and standards for sale in a 
variety of print and electronic formats and purchase 
options. 

 In addition, all NFPA codes and standards are available 
in full and without cost, for reading at www.NFPA.org.

 The free online standards are presented using RealRead:
 Fully formatted full text versions
 Viewable from any browser, no plug-in required
 Navigation through links from detailed table of contents.  
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RealRead View 
Of NFPA 101, 
Life Safety Code
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NFPA Free access can be provided through linking 
from government websites (e.g., Florida)
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NFPA Free access can be provided through linking 
from government websites (e.g., California)
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 In addition to RealRead access, NFPA works with individual adopting 
jurisdictions, case by case, to help meet regulatory needs.  Some 
Examples:

 Pre-Adoption: 
– Providing regulators with hard copy or watermarked “review only” PDF 

copies of standards.
 Post-Adoption: 

– Providing hard copies for official filings, internal training and other 
regulatory purposes.

– Providing regulators with discounted pricing for full-featured electronic 
standards access.

– Providing code official training programs.
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 NFPA welcomes government input as we continue to explore new ways 
to facilitate and support government use and adoption of NFPA codes 
and standards. You can reach with any comments or questions us at:

 Christian Dubay, P.E., Vice President and Chief Engineer, cdubay@nfpa.org; (617) 984-7340
 Maureen Brodoff, Vice President and General Counsel, mbrodoff@nfpa.org; (617) 984-7256
 Greg Cade, Division Director, Government Affairs, gcade@nfpa.org (617) 984-7023

OR, 
 For NFPA codes and standards adoption information and support, 

contact:

» Gary Keith
» Vice President, Field Operations & Education
» gkeith@nfpa.org; (617) 984-7260
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