THE HEALTHCARE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
STANDARDS PANEL (HITSP) PROCESS

The American Health Information Community (AHIC) is a federal advisory body,
chartered in 2005 to make recommendations to the Secretary of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services on how to accelerate the development and adoption of health
information technology. AHIC was formed by the Secretary to help advance efforts to
allow most Americans to have access to secure electronic health records by 2014. Since
its formation, the AHIC has identified several key areas where the advancement of
standards could lead to significant improvements in interoperability. It should be noted
that AHIC’s responsibilities are being transitioned to the private sector. AHIC will
continue until its successor is fully operational sometime in 2009.

The key interoperability areas identified by AHIC are then sent to the Healthcare
Information Technology Standards Panel (HITSP), a multi-disciplinary coordinating
body charged with identifying the technical standards in areas that are necessary to
enable healthcare data interoperability. HITSP serves as a cooperative partnership
between the public and private sectors for the purpose of achieving a widely accepted and
useful set of standards specifically to enable and support widespread interoperability
among U.S. healthcare software applications at the local, regional and national levels.

HITSP assists in the development of the U.S. Nationwide Health Information Network
(NHIN) by addressing issues such as privacy and security within a shared healthcare
information system. The Panel, which is open to all affected parties, is sponsored by the
American National Standards Institute (ANSI) in cooperation with strategic partners such
as the Healthcare Information and Management Systems Society (HIMSS), the Advanced
Technology Institute (ATI) and Booz Allen Hamilton. Funding for the Panel is being
provided via the ONCHIT1 contract award from the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services.

The Panel’s 200+ private and public sector members review the requirements and
availability of existing standards that might meet the identified interoperability needs of
the nationwide health information network. After HITSP has completed its review, it then
sends its recommendations back to the American Heath Information Community (AHIC).
After AHIC review and acceptance of HITSP’s recommendations, the standards are then
sent to the Secretary, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) for his
acceptance. The standards that successfully complete this extensive public/private sector
review process then become key components of federal health information system.

A recently signed Executive Order has called for any new or upgraded federal health
information system to be compliant with standards recommended by the Secretary of the
Department Health and Human Services. Agencies administering or supporting health
insurance programs and government contracts for purchasing health care are directly
affected.
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Interoperability standards that have been identified and approved through this extensive
public/private sector review process are considered to have been successfully validated.
No further review by NIST will be undertaken.

For further information on HITSP, interested parties are encouraged to visit its website at:
http://www.hitsp.org. Information on AHIC is also available on the internet at:
http://www.hhs.gov/healthit/community/background/privatesector.html.

For information on the suite of standards that have been recommended for use in the
federal health information network, as well as background information on these
standards, see: http://www.hhs.gov/healthit/standards/recognition/
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